
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
February 26, 2023

First Sunday of Lent

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
                                                                         

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, following Jesus wherever he leads us.
All: Lent calls us to journey: to the place where God covenants with us, to receive the new 
names we are given.
Leader: Lent calls us to worship together, to tell future generations the good news.
All: Lent calls us to practice justice, to bring God's hope to all people.
Leader: Lent calls us to faithful living, to trust the One who gives us life.
All: Lent calls each of us to take up our cross, to trust the One who bears it with us.
Leader: Lent calls us to journey with God.
All: Let us worship God, who walks with us, this and every day.
Leader: Come, let us worship God.  

*HYMN               Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days       166

*CALL TO CONFESSION
This is the proof of God’s great love: that while we were sinners, Christ died for us.  Trusting in 
God’s grace, let us confess our sin.      

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious and loving God, you lived for us—but we have not lived for you.  You have forgiven 
us—but we have not forgiven others.  You have loved us—but we have not loved ourselves, 
nor have we loved one another.  

Take pity on us and forgive us, O God.  Help us to forgive.  Help us to live for you.  Help us to 
love through Christ our Lord. 

We reflect in silence on the ways we have fallen short.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON            
Amen.  God’s love has been poured into your hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  In the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.   Amen, and thanks be to God.  



*GLORIA PATRI O Lord, Have Mercy     578

O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy, have mercy on us.
O Christ, have mercy; O Christ, have mercy; O Christ, have mercy, have mercy on us.

O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy, have mercy on us.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us, by your Word, through these forty days, and 
minister to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may be reformed, restored, and renewed; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

FIRST READING                 Matthew 18:15-20
“If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are 
alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one 
or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender 
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax 
collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The Word of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM           Amazing Grace  Steve Thiel, trumpet
 Paul Piller, trombone

SECOND READING      Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. So the slave fell on 
his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had 



happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 
that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, 
as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 
pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.”

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE     Rev. Ben Shaw

*HYMN God, How Can We Forgive        445     

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            The Confession of 1967
God the Holy Spirit fulfills the work of reconciliation in human life.  The Holy Spirit creates 
and renews the church as the community in which people are reconciled to God and to one 
another.  The Spirit enables people to receive forgiveness as they forgive one another and to 
enjoy the peace of God as they make peace among themselves.  In spite of their sin, the Spirit 
gives people power to become representatives of Jesus Christ and his gospel of reconciliation 
to all.  

CALL TO OFFERING
Now let us present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord.  Freely you have received, 
freely give.  

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY           607

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;

praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
… And now hear as we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts

as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN          Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song   737

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all this day, and unto your life eternal.  Amen.  

POSTLUDE


