SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
March 7, 2021
The Third Sunday of Lent
While in-person Worship services are suspended, Montgomery Presbyterian Church will be recording services. The
following is an order of service that you can use to follow along with the recorded service, or use to read and reflect on
your own. The service is posted on the church’s Facebook page and on YouTube, and will be linked to the MPC website,
www.mpchurch.net. Thank you for your cooperation and patience during this challenging time.

PRELUDE

In Remembrance of Me

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Elder of the Month: Bruce Henry, 520-6413
 Deacon of the Month: Doug Rose, 532-3789
CALL TO WORSHIP
Heaven is declaring God’s glory;
The sky is proclaiming God’s handiwork.
One day gushes the news to the next,
And one night informs another what needs to be known.
There is no speech; there are no words;
Their voices cannot be heard by us.
Yet their sound extends throughout the world;
Their words reach the ends of the earth!

Psalm 19:1-4

Let us worship God.
PRAYER
God of the covenant,
in the glory of the cross
your Son embraced the power of death
and broke its hold over your people.
In this time of repentance,
draw all people to yourself,
that we who confess Jesus as Lord
may put aside the deeds of death
and accept the life of your kingdom. Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION
Despite all that God has taught us, we still act foolishly; we are still weak. In the cross of Christ, we
find forgiveness and grace. We confess our sins, trusting in God’s wisdom and strength, rather than
our own.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, how fickle we are; we sin against you without even knowing it. Clear us, we pray, of
any unknown sin, and save us from willfully ignoring your way. Let your commandments rule and
guide us.
Forgive us for worshipping anyone or anything except you; keep us faithful. Forgive us for failing to
honor all our relationships—with those closest to us and those who are distant neighbors. Help us to
speak words of blessing and kindness, rather than words that belittle or destroy. Turn us away from
violence, falsehood, and selfishness.
Forgive us for thinking that everything depends on our efforts and power, for you are the God who
made us, led us out of slavery, and has brought us into the community of faith. Help us to depend on
you alone and to rest in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
Silence is kept
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Beloved; in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again; we are forgiven and set free to live in
faithfulness with God and one another. Thanks be to God.
HYMN

I Danced in the Morning

GtG157

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy Spirit, let the words of my mouth and the mediations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O
Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
FIRST READING
The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them;
and nothing is hid from its heat.
The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;

Psalm 19

the decrees of the LORD are sure,
making wise the simple;
the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear,
enlightening the eyes;
the fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever;
the ordinances of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey,
and drippings of the honeycomb.
Moreover by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
But who can detect their errors?
Clear me from hidden faults.
Keep back your servant also from the insolent;
do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
The Word of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM

I am Light, I am Life, I am Love

Gay Pillar, soloist

At this table, come and dine. Feast on bread, partake the wine.
Do this in remembrance of Me.
This my body and my blood, for the weary soul outpoured.
Do this in remembrance of Me.
I was given for you. Come and taste of the Father's love.
As you drink from the cup, remember the blood shed for you.
I am Light, I am Life, I am Love.
At this table, come and dine. Feast on bread, partake the wine.
Do this in remembrance of Me.
I was given for you. Come and taste of the Father's love.
As you drink from the cup, remember the blood shed for you.
I am Light, I am Life. I am Love.

SECOND READING
John 2:13-22
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves,
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him,
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six
years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

Rev. Ben Shaw
The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO TABLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is a right and our greatest joy…the glory of your name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy…Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Gracious God…now and forever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
… And now hear as we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BLESSING AND CHARGE
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all this day, and unto your life eternal. Amen.
POSTLUDE

Let Us Break Bread Together

