
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
March 12, 2023

Third Sunday of Lent

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
                                                                         

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Come, the banquet of hope and praise is ready.
All: We come on your invitation, seeking to be fed.
Leader: Feed on the love of God in Jesus Christ
All: We come on your invitation, needing healing.
Leader: Be healed by God’s gracious mercy.
All: We come on your invitation, longing for forgiveness.
Leader: In Jesus’ Name, you are loved, healed and forgiven.
All: Come, let us worship God.  

*HYMN Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! 305

*CALL TO CONFESSION
This is the proof of God’s great love: that while we were sinners, Christ died for us.  Trusting in 
God’s grace, let us confess our sin.      

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy and Loving God,

You invite us to a different kind of life with you, but we reject your invitation, keeping the 
comfort of our own broken ways.  You gather us in from the streets to celebrate your glory, 
but we are bad guests, fighting to remain unchanged in the light of your transforming love.  

Invite us once more, O God, to the gracious banquet you provide. Forgive us for being 
reluctant, stubborn guests, and welcome us into your glorious celebration.  

We reflect in silence on the ways we have fallen short.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON            
Amen.  God’s love has been poured into your hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  In the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.   Amen, and thanks be to God.  



*GLORIA PATRI O Lord, Have Mercy 578

O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy, have mercy on us.

O Christ, have mercy; O Christ, have mercy; O Christ, have mercy, have mercy on us.

O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy, have mercy on us.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us, by your Word, through these forty days, and 
minister to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may be reformed, restored, and renewed; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

FIRST READING           Matthew 22:1-10
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been 
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, 
‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves 
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made 
light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his 
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find 
to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they 
found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

The Word of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM Air in F        G.F.Handel
                Steve Thiel, trumpet

SECOND READING       Matthew 22:11-14
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For 
many are called, but few are chosen.”

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE     Rev. Ben Shaw



*HYMN How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord        432    

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            The Confession of 1967
God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind.  Human thought 
ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  But God reveals his love in 
Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and 
goodness in receiving sinful people.  The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world 
discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose 
of his love.  

CALL TO OFFERING
Now let us present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord.  Freely you have received, 
freely give.  

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY           607

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;

praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
… And now hear as we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts

as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



*HYMN           Lord, Make Us More Holy      313

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all this day, and unto your life eternal.  Amen.  

POSTLUDE                Trumpet Tune       H. Purcell


