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Dear friends in Christ, 
 

For months you have heard mention of an interesting possibility: that MPC might merge with our 
neighbors at Blue Ash Presbyterian into a new congregation. For a long time this was hypothetical, as 
the sessions met together and as the leaders at Blue Ash did the very difficult work of preparing their 
congregation for big changes ahead. But now we have reached a point in the process where plans are 
beginning to form, where the hypothetical is becoming the concrete, and where MPC will begin hear- 
ing about this as much as our friends at Blue Ash have been doing for close to a year. 

 

While we will be staying in the building you know and love on Zig Zag Road, and while our staff will 
remain the same, I want you to be prepared: some things will change. We will have a new name, and 
we will add some new traditions to our MPC favorites. There will be new faces in Worship, who will 
bring new ideas and who will become new friends. 

 

Change can be scary—but this will be good change. This is the kind of change we need in order to 
thrive. 

 

I will confess to you: I am very excited. I believe that the merged church we will become can make a 
real impact in this corner of the Cincinnati suburbs. I believe that the work of merger will give us a 
reason to stop saying “this is who we have always been” and a chance to ask “who do we need to be 
for the future?”. It won’t be simple. But I know that the Holy Spirit does its best work when people 
are unsure—and it will be our constant companion through this process. 

 

In the weeks ahead you will begin to hear about opportunities for merged programs—things we share 
with Blue Ash—as a way to get to know one another better. If you’ve ever wanted to start a prayer 
group, a church pickleball league, a craft circle—now is your shot! Give me a call and we can start 
imagining how we might build new community together. I hope we all can find a merger program we 
like, so that we can be friends before MPC and BAPC begin worshipping together as a new 
congregation. 

 

One thing that is not lost on me: this is a big deal for us. If you are nervous about a merger, give me a 
call and we can talk about it. The same thing goes if you are excited! I look forward to your calls. 

 

God is in control. Even (especially?) now. 
Let’s see where we are going. 

 

In Christ, 

Rev. Ben 



SEPTEMBER 2022 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

 
10:30a-11:30a: Worship 
With Communion 

   
Ladies Circle, noon 

 

 
Choir Rehearsal 7:30 pm 

   

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

9:00 Adult CE Returns 
 

10:30a-11:30a: Worship 
Service 

   
Lunch Bunch (meet at 10:15) 

 

 
Choir Rehearsal 7:30 pm 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 

9:00 Adult CE 
 

10:30a-11:30a: Worship 
Service 

 

Return 2023 Pledge Cards 

 
 
 
OGB Golf Classic 

  
 
 

Choir Rehearsal 7:30 pm 

   
HFH Work Date 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

9:00 Adult CE 
 

10:30a-11:30a: Worship 
Service 
 

Concert on the Lawn 
5-7pm 

   
 
 

Choir Rehearsal 7:30 pm 
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The Elder for September is Greg Simpson, 513-240-5552. 
The Deacon for September is Joyce Counts, 513-405-1758. 

The Deacon in charge of rides and meals for September is Marie Reesey, 513-675-3459. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The next Lunch Bunch event will be Wednesday, 
September 14.  We will meet at the church at 10:15 and 

organize into carpools to CityLink Center for a tour at 
11:00. We will follow the tour with lunch at Mighty 
Good.  Sign up in the Gathering Room. 

 
CityLink Center is where individuals go to one place, get 
surrounded by one team, create a plan to break free from 
poverty and get to a place of self-sustainability and hope. 

 
The kitchen at Mighty Good is staffed by students in the 
Findlay Culinary Training Program, a partnership between 
the Corporation for Findlay Market and CityLink Center. 

Adult CE will resume after Labor Day. Our first 
class will be Sunday, September 11, led by Jim 
Ryan, and will study the Philippians. 

Sept 4 – Labor Day – no Adult CE 
Sept 11 – Philippians led by Jim Ryan 
Sept 18 - Philippians led by Jim Ryan 
Sept 25 - Philippians led by Jim Ryan 
Oct 2 - Philippians led by Jim Ryan 
Oct 9 – Sermon on the Mount 
Oct 16 – Sermon on the Mount 
Oct 23 - Sermon on the Mount 
Oct 30 - Sermon on the Mount 
Nov 6 - Sermon on the Mount 
Nov 13 – FREE will led by Dave Dickey 
Nov 20 – FREE will led by Dave Dickey 
Nov 27 – Thanksgiving Weekend – no Adult CE 
Dec 4 – Advent study 
Dec 11 – Advent study 
Dec 18 – Advent study 
Dec 25 - Christmas 

The CDC Community Level for Hamilton 
County dropped to "Medium" this 
week, so masks are no longer required 
in Worship at present. 

Ladies Circle 
Returns 

Ladies Circle will meet in the Gathering Room at noon 

on Wednesday, September 7 to continue discussion 

of our book, "What My Grandmothers Taught 

Me." The lesson for September is Chapter 8, and 

Cheryl Mack has agreed to facilitate discussion. You 

are welcome to bring a drink, and we likely will be 

wearing masks. Hope to see you there. We will be 

ordering copies of the new Presbyterian Women se- 

ries, "Celebrating Sabbath" to begin discussion in No- 

vember. Please let Cheryl Mack know if you'd like to 

join us in this new study. The more the merrier! 

The budget process for 2023 
is un- derway. Letters and 
pledge cards were mailed 
out last week to the 
congregation. Please 
prayerfully 

consider what gifts you can share with 
MPC, and please return pledge cards (by 
mail or to the collec- tion plate) by 
Sunday, September 18. Thank you for 
your continued generosity and support of 
MPC. 

Highlights of the Session meeting August 14, 2022 

Session took these actions: 
• Approved the audit of Montgomery Presbyterian Church’s finances for the fiscal year ending December 31, 

2021 and the recommendations as recommended by the Audit team. (A check requestor cannot be the check 
approver) 

 

• Approved the appointment of Elder Steve Thiel and Elder Bertie Spicker to the Plan of Union Team for 
Montgomery Presbyterian Church. 

The next Regular Session meeting will be September 18, 2022 
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Reasons to Merge: The View from MPC 
 

At its meeting on August 14, 2022, the Session at 
Montgomery Presbyterian Church discussed its inter- 
est in merging with the Blue Ash Presbyterian 
Church. Guided by the Holy Spirit, these are the key 
reasons the Session discerned—its reasons to merge, 
and what it hopes to accomplish by merging. 
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A new beginning. Over  time, congregations pick 
up ideas, traditions, committees, etc. Some of these 
remain vital and beloved, while others become out- 
dated and cumbersome. A merger gives us the rare 
opportunity to seriously consider what is working and 
what is not; what we keep and what we retire with 
gratitude. This re-evaluation of who both churches 
have been will allow us to make a fresh, new, vital, 
merged church incorporating the best of both and 
moving with excitement into the future. 

 
An opportunity to serve. Times and circumstanc- 
es have changed. Merging with a congregation that 
shares so many of our mission partners—and so 
many of our neighbors—will help us continue serv- 
ing God in the Sycamore schools area and beyond. 
Moreover, we hope that the merger will evoke new 
ideas and possibilities in us, that we will be able to 
grow and change as disciples. 

 
A more efficient use of resources. Currently we 
are two small churches. We have two small worship 
services led by two pastors with two small choirs. 
We maintain two buildings that are expensive to keep 
up, and our budgets are tweaked every so often be- 
cause giving has changed with our congregations. 
Merging won’t solve every problem—but it would 
make us one medium-sized church with more voices 
in worship.  One pastor and one building will cost 
less than two of each, opening up real possibilities for 
our remaining resources We believe that one merged 
congregation will be more efficient, more sustainable, 
and more resilient than the two we currently have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Doug and Sue Rose joined Nancy Hodgdon, Margie Selm, 
and Peggy Burwinkle from Blue Ash Presbyterian Church on a field 
trip to Don Popp’s Honey Farm in Hamilton, OH. They learned 
about how the honey is brought in from the field, extracted, and 
processed. 
Below: Several members of MPC joined BAPC for their August 24 
lunch program and speaker. 

 

A new community. MPC is a fr iendly congregation where members love and care for one another. We 
believe BAPC is similarly loving and caring. In merging, strangers will become fellow church members…and then 
friends…and perhaps even like family. We are excited for the new people who will come into our lives through a 
merger, and we are eager to love them. 

 
A powerful Christian witness. The world cries out Christ-like love that brings people together and changes the 
world for the better. We have all grown accustomed to the acrimony and division that define our news, but a merger 
of churches is a powerful counter-statement of unity and love. The community we form and the ways its disciple- 
ship impacts our neighbors will be a demonstration of who Jesus is, and who we are for being his disciples. This 
merger will not be a mere blending of institutions, but a proclamation of the Kingdom of God. 
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Thanks to all who donated backpacks for 

OGB’s Back to School supply giveaway! 

 

We will continue with our 
collection to support the 
military and the people of the 
Ukraine. Thank you for your 
ongoing generosity. 

OGB GOLF CLASSIC 
SEPTEMBER 19TH 

The Golf Classic is OGB’s most important fundraiser of 
the year. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, OGB 
relies solely on fundraising and donations to finance the 
many outreach programs that support our students and 
families. Please consider helping OGB reach their goal of 
$45,000 for our 2022 event by becoming a sponsor, 

making a donation or joining us for a 
round (18 or 9 holes) of golf. The event is 
Monday, September 19 at the Blue Ash 
Golf Course. For more info, visit 
www.ogiveback.org. 

MPC is a member of a group of area 
churches called The Eastside Coalition, 
the purpose of which is to assist Habi- 

tat for Humanity by providing volunteer workers for the con- 
struction of homes for lower income families. After some pan- 
demic setbacks, the Eastside Coalition churches are back on 
construction of a home in Lockland. MPC members have an 
opportunity to support this worthy cause by volunteering to 
work at the site on Saturday September 24. Volunteers do not 
need to have any special construction expertise. Experienced 
supervisors will provide training, equipment and safety gear. 
The work shift is from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

 
Additionally, MPC has been asked to provide lunch to the on- 
site volunteers on Saturday October 15. If you would like to 
help with the HFH mission but can’t do construction work, 
consider the lunch crew. MPC members interested in partici- 
pating in this effort should contact Mike Doebereiner for addi- 
tional information. 

September Mission Collection 

For our September mission, we will collect 
paper products (toilet paper, tissues, paper 
towels, etc.) for Our Daily Bread. Donations 
may be left in the Gathering Room. 

 

 

 

 

Our Daily Bread is an Over-the-Rhine 
(Cincinnati, Ohio) 501(c)(3) ministry of hospitali- 
ty dedicated to serving the needs of neighborhood 
residents and those who frequent the area. The 
ministry strives to provide stability and hope to 
our guests and the neighborhood community, by 
offering not just a warm meal, but also providing 
social services and a place for guests to socialize 
in a safe, respectful, caring environment. 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering will be 
received Sunday, October 2.. A gift to the Peace & 
Global Witness Offering ena- bles the church to 
promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems 
of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual 
congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% 
of this Offer- ing to connect with the global witness 
of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 
25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The 
remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in 
cultures of 

violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects 
of education and Christian 
witness. 

http://www.ogiveback.org/
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What's next for Earth Care? 
*  Recycling Project: We continue to collect items for the August/September recycling project. Drop off 
items in three categories: 
• Kroger product packaging (Kroger, Simple Truth Organic and Private Selection brands), 
• coffee bags 

• PacTech carriers. The display in the Gathering Room gives examples. 

*  Save the Date: We'll celebrate Cincinnati's Great Outdoor Weekend by making a trip to Gorman Heritage 
Farm on Sept 24. More details to come. 

* The EC team is organizing a new "Sustainability and the Environment" section of the church library. See a 
team member if you have a book to donate and watch for the date books are ready to be loaned out. 

* Our next event in the "Everyday Earth Care" series will focus on going green at home. Our last event 
talked about caring for creation in your lawn and garden and now we'll move inside - and save some mon- 

ey in the process. Save the date: Sunday, October 9 at 4:00. 

We are excited about the Earth Care opportunities over the next few months as we work toward recertifica- 
tion. Please consider lending a hand for any of the above efforts. Our small team needs your support. 

Monthly hint: Your coneflowers fed the pollinators all summer. Now leave the dying blossoms on the 
plants so the seeds can feed the birds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the garden pot collection. We delivered 

262 pots of various sizes to the Cincinnati Recycling and Reuse Hub which keeps 

all those pots out of the landfill. 

BE AWARE OF VALUABLES IN CARS 

Recently there has been a rash of car break-ins/ 
thefts at local parks. Thieves are breaking win- 
dows and taking purses, cell phones and other 
valuables. Please keep your cars locked and 
either take valuables with you or lock them in 
your trunks. 

The Earth Care team is 
proposing a few modifica- 
tions to MPC's property at 
the very back of the 
church so that we qualify 
that area as a "Wildlife 
Habitat." At right is one of 
our regular visitors, who 
endorses this idea. 

Calling All Creatives! 

 

 

 
 

On August 28 and September 4 we will 
have a mini-series of sermons on the 
creation stories at the beginning of 
Genesis. To celebrate Earth care and to 
rejoice in our own capacity for God- 
like creativity, Rev. Ben is issuing a 
challenge: make something from recy- 
cled items! We will be judging in two 
categories: 1) recycled art and 2) practi- 
cal use items. So take some items you 
would otherwise throw away...and 
make something beautiful or something 
useful! Prize: TBD. We will judge 
submissions on September 4. 
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Office Hours: 8:00-
3:30 Tuesday-
Thursday 513-

891-8670 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! 
www.facebook.com/ 

MontgomeryPresbyterianChurch 

In August MPC said goodbye to longtime member and friend 

Ret. AF Col. Helen Colley. 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Montgomery Presbyterian Church 
9994 Zig Zag Road—Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

http://www.facebook.com/

