SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
May 16, 2021
Ascension of the Lord
While in-person Worship services are suspended, Montgomery Presbyterian Church will be recording services. The following is
an order of service that you can use to follow along with the recorded service, or use to read and reflect on your own. The
service will be posted on the church’s Facebook page, on YouTube, and will be linked to the MPC website, www.mpchurch.net.
In person Worship will return Sunday, May 23. At that time services will also be live-streamed. You can find the livestream on
the church website and/or the Facebook page.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Elder of the Month: Susie Lewis, 513-379-6478
 Deacon of the Month: Sue Poulos, 513-376-1623
CALL TO WORSHIP
Clap your hands! Shout for joy!
Our Lord reigns on the throne of glory!
We open our hearts to the ascended Lord,
who sits on the throne of glory!
Let us worship God.
CALL TO CONFESSION
While we claim to celebrate the ascension of our Lord, the way we live proclaims our lack of faith in his
power to deal with the world. Let us confess the incongruity between our faith and practice. Let us pray:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
from the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
We come, O Lord, on this day of glory to confess our lack of trust. While we sing of your lordship over all
creation, we have too often acted as though you are powerless in the face of today's events. Help us to
live with confidence in your presence today and in hope for life with you forever. Amen.
Silence is kept
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The promise of our faith is that we are already forgiven and, in Christ’s name, given the power to rise up
and subdue all that separates us from God and each other. Receive the Holy Spirit and be empowered
to be witnesses of God’s resurrection power in Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Enlighten the eyes of our hearts, O God, and grant us a spirit of wisdom and revelation through the
reading of this, your Word. Amen.
FIRST READING
Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.
For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth.
He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the king of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm.
God is king over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
The princes of the peoples gather
as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to God;
he is highly exalted.

Psalm 47

The Word of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!
SPECIAL MUSIC
SECOND READING
Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day
when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom
he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them,
he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said,
“is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said

this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE

Rev. Ben Shaw

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
… And now hear as we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN

Crown Him with Many Crowns

GtG268

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all this day, and unto your life eternal. Amen.

POSTLUDE
 Music reprinted with permission of CCLI # 1895751

