SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
January 10, 2021
Baptism of the Lord Sunday
While in-person Worship services are suspended, Montgomery Presbyterian Church will be recording services. The
following is an order of service that you can use to follow along with the recorded service, or use to read and reflect on
your own. The service will be posted on the church’s Facebook page, on YouTube, and will be linked to the MPC
website, www.mpchurch.net. Thank you for your cooperation and patience during this challenging time.

PRELUDE

Baptized in Water

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Elder of the Month: Steve Thiel, 708-0594
 Deacon of the Month: Cheryl Mack, 317-294-8436
CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The Spirit of God swept over the face of
the waters; then God said: Let there be light, and God saw that it was good. At the beginning of
his ministry, Jesus was baptized by John. The heavens opened, and the Spirit descended like a
dove; then God said: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Let us worship God.
PRAYER
God of heaven and earth, we gather in the name of Jesus to hear your holy Word and to be
immersed in your Spirit. Speak to us with grace and truth and pour out your love upon us so that
this temple may resound with joyful shouts of glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION
A prophet appeared in the wilderness, call the people to repent, be baptized, and prepare the way
of the Lord. We return to the water to confess our sins, giving thanks for the grace of Jesus Christ,
the one who has come to save us.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of all glory, you look from heaven and see us as we are—not worthy to kneel at your feet, not
ready to welcome your way. Forgive us, gracious God. In Christ, stoop down to save us; loosen
the ties that bind us to sin and set us free to love and serve you; in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Silence is kept

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Hear the good news of the gospel: As a voice from heaven said to Jesus, so God says to each of us:
You are my beloved child, and with you I am well pleased. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks
be to God.
HYMN

I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry

GTG 488

"I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
in a blaze of light you wandered off
to find where demons dwell."
"When you heard the wonder of the Word,
I was there to cheer you on.
You were raised to praise the living Lord
to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk till rising sun."
“In the middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I've begun.
When the evening gently closes in
and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as I have always been
with just one more surprise."
"I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold."
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Mark 1:10-11
Send your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven and speak to us as beloved children so
that we may hear and believe the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;
worship the LORD in holy splendor.
The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over mighty waters.
The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in his temple all say, “Glory!”
The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.
May the LORD give strength to his people!
May the LORD bless his people with peace.

Psalm 29

The Word of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!
SPECIAL MUSIC

Cleansing Fountain

SECOND READING
Mark 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you I am well pleased.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

Rev. Ben Shaw
The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Eternal and gracious God…now and forever. Amen.
REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Remember your baptism and be thankful. In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
Questions to the Candidates
Questions to the Congregation
Prayer of Installation
Declaration of Installation
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
… And now hear as we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BLESSING AND CHARGE
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all this day, and unto your life eternal. Amen.
POSTLUDE

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

