SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
January 3, 2021
The Second Sunday after Christmas / Epiphany
While in-person Worship services are suspended, Montgomery Presbyterian Church will be recording services. The
following is an order of service that you can use to follow along with the recorded service, or use to read and reflect on
your own. The service will be posted on the church’s Facebook page, on YouTube, and will be linked to the MPC
website, www.mpchurch.net. Thank you for your cooperation and patience during this challenging time.

PRELUDE

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Elder for January is Steve Thiel, 708-0594.
The Deacon for January is Cheryl Mack, 317-294-8436
CALL TO WORSHIP
Arise, shine; for your light has come. Behold the glory of the Lord. Alleluia!

Isaiah 60:1

PRAYER
God of every nation, by the light of a wondrous star you led the wandering magi to the humble
infant Jesus, revealing to them your salvation for the world. In the miraculous and the mundane,
in union with all who have glimpsed the light of your grace, lead us to Christ, that we may offer our
worship and serve him with sincerity of heart; for he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever. Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION
Isaiah proclaimed: Darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and God’s glory will appear over you.
Let us acknowledge the darkness in our lives,
repent of our sin,
and receive the light of God’s mercy.

Isaiah 60:2

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, Light of the world, we confess that we have not resisted the darkness of sin. You
deliver the poor and the helpless, but we have ignored their cry. You take pity on the weak and
the destitute, but our hearts are hard in the face of their need. You heal the wounded and save
the oppressed but we have placed our trust in the callous violence of war. Forgive us, we pray.
Awaken in us sincere repentance that we may shine with the light of your saving grace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Silence is kept
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Isaiah 60:5
Beloved of God, thrill and rejoice in God’s goodness. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
HYMN

As with Gladness Men of Old
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As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious God, may we
evermore be led to thee.
As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to thy lowly bed,
there to bend the knee before
thee whom heaven and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy seat.
As they offered gifts most rare
at thy cradle rude and bare,
so may we with holy joy,
pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heavenly king.
Holy Jesus, every day
keep us in the narrow way;
and, when earthly things are past,
bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds thy glory hide.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Isaiah 60:3
O God, nations shall come to your light and rulers to the brightness of your dawn. By the
compelling radiance of your Spirit, draw us near, reveal your truth, and teach us faithful obedience
to your holy Word. Amen.

FIRST READING
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Isaiah 60:1-6

The Word of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!
SPECIAL MUSIC

We Three Kings of Orient Are

SECOND READING
Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen

at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

Rev. Ben Shaw
The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
The SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO TABLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is a right and joyful thing…the everlasting hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
You fill our world with…now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
… And now hear as we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BLESSING AND CHARGE
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all this day, and unto your life eternal. Amen.
POSTLUDE

Brightest and Best the Stars of the Morning

