SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
May 24, 2020
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
While in-person Worship services are suspended, Montgomery Presbyterian Church will be
recording services. The following is an order of service that you can use to follow along with the
recorded service, or use to read and reflect on your own. It will be posted on the church’s
Facebook page and You Tube. Please check email the church for links to the recorded service.
Thank you for your cooperation and patience during this challenging time.
Welcome and Announcements
The Elder for May is Susie Lewis, 379-6478
The Deacon for May is Joyce Counts, 405-1758

Call to Worship
Let the righteous be joyful;
let them exult before God;
let them be jubilant with joy.
Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds —
his name is the LORD —
be exultant before him.
Father of orphans and protector of widows
is God in his holy habitation.
God gives the desolate a home to live in;
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,
but the rebellious live in a parched land.
O God, when you went out before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad;
you restored your heritage when it languished;
your flock found a dwelling in it;
in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy.
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord,

Psalm 68:3-10, 32-35

O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens;
listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice.
Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel;
and whose power is in the skies.
Awesome is God in his sanctuary,
the God of Israel;
he gives power and strength to his people.
Blessed be God!

Opening Prayer
Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!
Open my ears, that I may hear
Voices of truth thou sendest clear;
And while the wavenotes fall on my ear,
Everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! Amen.

First Reading
John 17:1-11
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over
all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on
earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you
have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they

have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you
sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and
I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world,
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one.”
The Word of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!

Second Reading
Numbers 22:15-35
Once again Balak sent officials, more numerous and more distinguished than these. They came
to Balaam and said to him, “Thus says Balak son of Zippor: ‘Do not let anything hinder you from
coming to me; for I will surely do you great honor, and whatever you say to me I will do; come,
curse this people for me.’” But Balaam replied to the servants of Balak, “Although Balak were
to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the command of the Lord my
God, to do less or more. You remain here, as the others did, so that I may learn what more the
Lord may say to me.” That night God came to Balaam and said to him, “If the men have come
to summon you, get up and go with them; but do only what I tell you to do.” So Balaam got up
in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the officials of Moab.
God’s anger was kindled because he was going, and the angel of the Lord took his stand in the
road as his adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two servants were with him.
The donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand; so
the donkey turned off the road, and went into the field; and Balaam struck the donkey, to turn
it back onto the road. Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between the
vineyards, with a wall on either side. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it scraped
against the wall, and scraped Balaam’s foot against the wall; so he struck it again. Then the
angel of the Lord went ahead, and stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn
either to the right or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it lay down under
Balaam; and Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his staff. Then the
Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and it said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that
you have struck me these three times?” Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a
fool of me! I wish I had a sword in my hand! I would kill you right now!” But the donkey said to
Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I been in
the habit of treating you this way?” And he said, “No.”
Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the
road, with his drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed down, falling on his face. The angel of
the Lord said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? I have come out as
an adversary, because your way is perverse before me. The donkey saw me, and turned away
from me these three times. If it had not turned away from me, surely just now I would have

killed you and let it live.” Then Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did not
know that you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now therefore, if it is displeasing to
you, I will return home.” The angel of the Lord said to Balaam, “Go with the men; but speak
only what I tell you to speak.” So Balaam went on with the officials of Balak.
The grass withers and the flower fades,
But the word of our God endures forever.
Thanks be to God!

Message

Affirmation of Faith

God Is Telling Us Something… Are You Listening?

Elder Dave Bowen

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Prayers of the People†
Almighty God,
We come today reminded of your greatness and glory,
your sovereign power and eternal purpose
all expressed so wonderfully in Jesus Christ, our Lord:
Risen and Ascended.
We thank you for the wonder of Ascension,
that marvellous yet mysterious moment in the life of the Apostles

which left them gazing heavenwards in confusion yet departing in joy.
We thank you for the way that it brought the earthly ministry of Jesus to a fitting
conclusion; signifying his oneness with you, and demonstrating your final seal of approval
on all that he had done.
We thank you that through his Ascension Jesus is now set free to be Lord of all: no longer
bound to a particular place or time, but with us always - able to reach even to the ends of
the earth.
We thank you that through his departing Jesus prepared for his coming again: through his
Spirit, his Church, and his coming again in glory.
Gracious God,
Forgive us for so often failing to grasp the wonder of Ascension, for living each day as
though it had never been.
Forgive the smallness of our vision, the narrowness of our outlook, the weakness of our
love, the nervousness of our witness, our repeated failure to recognize the fullness of your
revelation in Christ.
Give us a deeper sense of wonder, a stronger faith, and a greater understanding of all you
have done.
Father God,
Like the Apostles, we too will never fully understand all Ascension means.
We accept, but we do not fully understand.
We believe, yet we have many questions.
Help us, despite our uncertainty, to hold firm to the great truth that the wonder of Christ
Jesus goes far beyond anything we can ever imagine, and in that faith may we live each day
to his glory and honour: Amen.
We pray all this in the powerful and hopeful name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to say when
we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Blessing and Charge‡
As people of faith we have gathered for worship.
As people of faith we now return to the world.
Go out to share the story of faith,
the story of life, with the world around you.
We share the faith in word and in deed,
in speech and in action.
As you go out to give a living witness,
as you go out to testify to God's love active in the world,
go knowing that God goes with you,
sharing the laughter and the hope, the fears and the tears.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

†

The Prayers of the People at the “Ascension Day Prayer” written by Rev. Bryce Calder.

‡

The Charge and Benediction were written by blogger “RevGord”.

